
 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF EMERGENCY PERMIT FOR 
 ADDITIONAL STORAGE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE 

 
Quemetco, Inc. 

720 South 7th Avenue  
City of Industry, CA  91746 

 
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) issued an emergency permit on December 
23, 2005, authorizing additional time to store lead acid batteries and factory scrap material in 
transportation trailers located within the Quemetco property.  This permit extends the maximum 
time that the facility may stage these waste materials until January 23, 2006. If needed, and with 
the DTSC’s approval, this time-frame may be extended up to a total maximum of 90 days from 
the effective date of the emergency permit (March 23, 2006).  The original permit allows trailers 
storing batteries and other lead bearing materials to be staged in areas within the Quemetco 
property for up to 10 days. Currently, 18 trailers holding either spent lead acid batteries or 
factory scrap are at the facility.  
 
The Batch House, a containment building, is the principal operating unit storing a battery 
wrecker, kiln, reverberatory furnace, electric arc furnace, and other raw waste materials.  
Because of a roofing failure in the Batch House, the Los Angeles County Building Inspector 
denied occupancy until repairs are completed. Quemetco’s battery recycling operations have 
ceased since mid morning, December 19, 2005.  An Emergency Permit was requested by the 
facility to protect the environment from potential harm by requiring the trailers containing 
these waste materials to be relocated to another facility. 
 
Additional protections, such as daily trailer inspections, and absorbent barriers placed around 
all sumps and drain inlets, will be enforced to ensure that the waste materials within the 
transportation trailers will not leak from the trailers onto the ground surface and potentially 
contaminate surface run-off and subsurface soils. 
 
DTSC determined that this storage is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
because temporarily extending the storage period will not have a significant effect on the 
environment pursuant to Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 15301.  
 
For additional information about the emergency permit, please contact: 
 
Ray Grutzmacher, Project Manager Yvette LaDuke, Public Participation Specialist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control Department of Toxic Substances Control 
1011 N. Grandview Avenue 1011 N. Grandview Avenue 
Glendale, CA  91201 Glendale, CA  91201 
(818) 551-2906 (818) 551-2909 
 


